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A Snapshot and Invitation
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FORECAST will create a workforce 
capable and competent at responding to 
trauma in a manner that promotes 
resiliency and reduces further trauma.

The Vision?
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Project FORECAST will provide simultaneous 
training to university students and community 
professionals in Problem-Based Learning 
Simulations (PBL-S) to develop the workforce’s 
Trauma-Informed Experiential Reasoning Skills 
(TIERS).

The Mission?
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• Empowering facilitators to train students and existing 
workforce members to:
• KNOW- The 12 Core Concepts for Understanding Traumatic 

Stress Responses in Children and Families (NCTSN)
• DO- Trauma-Informed Experiential and Reasoning Skills 

(TIERS)
• THROUGH- Problem-Based Learning Simulations

Key Elements
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FORECAST Facilitator Expectations/Commitments:

● Attend both FORECAST Learning Sessions:
○ San Diego State, August 7-9
○ San Diego State, January 23-24

● Participate in monthly web-based video consultations 
● Train using PBL-S techniques twice annually until Fall 2021 
● Support participant completion of the FORECAST evaluation 

measures 
● Share basic data for quarterly reports
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What you will be able to do:

• Facilitate one of four simulations with university 
students or existing workforce members

• Simulations focus on:
• Responding to a Disclosure of Abuse
• Risk Assessment and Safety Planning
• Child Abuse and Neglect Investigation
• Legal Process and Investigation after a 

Disclosure
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Child Abuse and Neglect Investigation: Introduction
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Module 1: Students Review Documents

-Background history, 
incident, photo

-Child Abuse/Neglect 
Hotline Report

-Kindergarten 
Progress Note 
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PBL Cycle
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Module 2: Documentation Review #2 

• Previous CPS Records
• Exposure to professional 

documentation
• Practice identifying 

pertinent facts
• Discuss in small groups
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Module 3: Home Visit
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Module 4: Interview the Parents

• Students play professional role of Law Enforcement 
and Children’s Division who interview the “parents”

• Parents are typically played by actors, with 
extensive background information provided

• Students listen for information and look for 
trauma-informed skills

• Always end with a “de-role”
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Next Steps

1. Questions?
2. Develop your teams (ideally a minimum of 

2 university instructors and 2 community 
trainers)

3. Let us know if you would like an application
4. Reach out to us with any follow-up 

questions (forecast@umsl.edu)

mailto:forecast@umsl.edu

