
Society

Our Pluralistic Society (many supporting Institutions) 

S o c i e t y  a n d  C u l t u r e

Individuals Individuals

Individuals Individuals
Individuals

Individuals

F
a

m
i

l
y

H
e

a
l

t
h

c
a

r
e

G
o

v
e

r
n

m
e

n
t

E
d

u
c

a
t

i
o

n

E
c

o
n

o
m

i
c

s

M
i

l
i

t
a

r
y

M
e

d
i

a

C
o

u
r

t
s

P
u

b
l
i
c

 
s

a
f
e

t
y

So
cial an

d
 C

u
ltu

ral 
In

stitu
tio

n
s

H
o

w
 s

o
ci

et
y 

af
fe

ct
s 

u
s 

an
d

 w
e 

af
fe

ct
 s

o
ci

et
y

R
e

l
i

g
i

o
n

© Dennis Haffron 1



Social institutions are a system of behavioral 

and relationship patterns that are densely interwoven 

and enduring, and function across an entire society. 

They order and structure the behavior of individuals 

by means of their normative character.
Social Institutions in Encyclopedia of Quality of Life Research
https://www.soz.univie.ac.at/.../Social_Institutions_in_Encyclopedia_of_Quality_of_Life ...
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In this illustration many institutions 
are represented by pillars. These 
pillars link society and culture to the 
individual. The individuals are placed 
on top because ACE should be looked 
at as focusing on the individual.

https://www.soz.univie.ac.at/fileadmin/user_upload/inst_soziologie/Personen/Institutsmitglieder/Verwiebe/Social_Institutions_in_Encyclopedia_of_Quality_of_Life_Research.pdf
https://www.soz.univie.ac.at/.../Social_Institutions_in_Encyclopedia_of_Quality_of_Life


An Adverse Childhood Experience 

describes a traumatic experience in a person's life 

occurring before the age of 18 that the person remembers as 

an adult. 
Definition - Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE) in Minnesota
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/cfh/program/ace/definition.cfm
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ACE is not the only cause of dysfunction in our 

society. The prevalence of ACE amongst 

individuals varies. The effects of moderate ACE 

scores vary. The resiliency of individuals varies. 

However the effects of high ACE individuals upon 

the institutions of our society affects us all.
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ACE occurs primarily within families, 

Constant Fear; 

Physical, Emotional, Sexual Abuse; Physical 

and Emotional & Neglect; Divorce, Family 

Member Mental Illness, Family Member 

Abused, Addicted, or Incarcerated
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Early Death, Cancer, COPD, Heart 

Disease, Depression, Suicide, Stroke, 

Broken Bones, Unintended Pregnancies, 
STDs, Addictions , poor health care 

choices/motovations,

React/act with anger/fear
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http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/sites/default/files/figures_diagrams/1408PT_Hinch_F3.png

http://acestoohigh.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/iowaheal
thcon.png

ACE–related odds of having a physical 

health condition (in Iowa study). 100% 

means average chances.

https://static.cambridge.org/resource/id/urn:cambridge.org:id:binary:10356:2016070710052
6563-0595:88026fig8_1a.gif?pub-status=live

http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/sites/default/files/figures_diagrams/1408PT_Hinch_F3.png
http://acestoohigh.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/iowahealthcon.png
https://static.cambridge.org/resource/id/urn:cambridge.org:id:binary:10356:20160707100526563-0595:88026fig8_1a.gif?pub-status=live
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Limited Participation, 
Knowledge About,  and 

Expectations From,
React/act with anger/fear
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Limited Ability to Learn, 
Disruptive Behavior, Early 

Failure, Limited 
Completion, Poor 
Attention Span, 

React/act with anger/fear
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Do Physical Tasks, Low 
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React/act with anger/fear
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Unreasonable Expectations, 
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React/act with anger/fear
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Suggestibility – gullibility, lack of 
judgment about content and 

veracity, 
React/act with anger an/or fear
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Divorce, child custody, child 
endangerment, bankruptcy, 

litigation, incarceration,
React/act with anger/fear
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Addictions, police and individual –
community relations, delinquency, 
criminal behavior, violent behavior, 

family violence, sexual violence,
React/act with anger/fear
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All institutions are 
affected by ACE
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Various institutions have been attempting 

to ameliorate the effects of ACE.

They have been doing these things before 

they knew the science of ACE. 
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Understanding the science of ACE will help to: 

promote, define, refine, and discover the “BEST 

PRACTICES” for dealing with individuals in 

many of our social institutions.
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yACE awareness is the first step in 

ameliorating ACE. Sociology can examine 
what institutions need to do and how they might 

do it, alone and together
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